
We performed a search on the Web of Science (WoS) using 7 mental and substance use disorders according to their 

global prevalence, as per estimates of the Global Burden of Disease 2019. A dataset including the overall number of 

publications for 7 diseases was created and exported in InCites. The dataset was analyzed on the basis of 11 research 

areas (WoS categories) to which mental health topic is associated in SCI-E and SSCI journals in WoS. (Fig.1). We further 

extracted publications that originated in mainland China (Fig.2) 
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Objectives 
 

The recognition of the importance of mental health as a health-target to be pursued at a global level has received 

additional theoretical legitimacy through its inclusion in the UN 2030 Agenda for Sustainable development. The theoretical 

axiom - mental health as a development priority - is today expected to drive the focus of research efforts and orient the 

future policies and funds expenditures in all countries worldwide, at global and local level. This research aims at quantifying 

the China footprint on global mental health by performing a bibliometric analysis on the Chinese mental-health related 

publications in English-language SCI-E and SSCI journals from 1990 to 2019, measuring the impact of this research at the 

global scientific community level. 

Results 

Conclusions 

Chinese published research results to be more prolific in articles concerning neurobiological aspects of mental disorders, 

falling into SCI-E journals. Otherwise, articles deepening psycho-social aspects of mental research and social determinants 

of mental health are very limited. Although the publication of articles in internationally indexed journals in not exhaustive 

of China’s scientific activity in global mental health, it allows an assessment of the impact of this knowledge at the global 

scientific community level and could reflect the Chinese capacity to benefit from research conducted globally. 
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From 1990 to 2020 the overall Chinese scientific production in mental health has been generally increasing, reaching the 

highest growth in the last decade (Fig. 1) . A statistically significant increase (p<0.001) is reported in Chinese articles 

regarding ‘depression’, ‘bipolar disorders’ and ‘schizophrenia’ (Fig. 4). Published Chinese research is mostly included in SCI-E 

journals. There is a substantial overlap regarding the average number of citations of Chinese articles and the rest of the 

world.  

Methods 

Fig .1 : Search methodology in Web of Science and InCites 

Fig. 2: Total volume of published research use disorders, world and 

China. 

Fig.3: Trend of published research in seven 

mental and substance use disorders, China 
Fig.4.: Total number of articles for, ‘depression’, ‘bipolar disorders’ and ‘schizophrenia ’China and world. 


